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The Unction Of The Spirit 


the 

_ Brethren, we could well manage to be half as intellectual if we were twice 
- as spiritual. Preaching is a spiritual business. A sermon born in the head 
en reaches the head; a sermon born in the heart reaches the heart. Under God, 
“ a spiritual preacher will produce spiritually minded people. Unction is not a 
£00. gentle dove beating her wings against the bars outside of the preacher’s soul; 
Me rather she must be pursued and won. Unction cannot be learned, only earned— 
3,” by prayer. Unction is God’s knighthood for the soldier-preacher who has 
ro- wrestled in prayer and gained the victory. Victory is not won in the pulpit 
| as 

ne by firing intellectual bullets or wisecracks, but in the prayer closet; it is won 


om- or lost before the preacher’s foot enters the pulpit. Unction is like dynamite. 
Unction comes not by the medium of the bishop’s hands, neither does it 
mildew when the preacher is cast into prison. Unction will pierce and per- 


colate; it will sweeten and soften. When the hammer edge of logic and the 


“ ; fire of human zeal fail to open the stony heart, unction will succeed. 
‘ing ; aa 

. do : —Leonard Ravenhill, in 

| be Why Revival Tarries, Bethany Fellowship 
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This week we heard about a church, 
in the lobby of which hang three 
large picture frames . . . empty. In 
the center of the first there is a note: 
“This frame is reserved for a young 
man who will enter the ministry from 
this church.” The other frames con- 
tain similar notes, one relating to 
“missionary service,” the other relat- 
ing to “fulltime Christian work.” We 
are told that several young persons 
have offered themselves after viewing 
the empty frames for a while. 





A friend of the Journal, the Rev. 
Norman Caswell, of Dundalk, Ontario, 
Canada, is offering to new seminary 
graduates, free, a copy of Letters of 
John Newton, as long as the supply 
lasts. The only cost: one dime (cash, 
not stamps) for postage. This is a 
book that will enrich any ministry. 





The presence of the August Circle 
Bible Study in this issue reminds us 
that after the next one appears (Sep- 
tember) the new series on “Religion 
That is Genuine” will begin. We trust 
that arrangements have already been 
made to get the Journal into the hands 
of all new circle leaders. 





According to the South Africa Scope, 
the Princess Christian Home for In- 
digent Old Ladies in Cape Town 
may get a new name. Board members 
complained that people had been 
known to misread it as “indecent old 
ladies” or even “indignant old ladies.” 
There is some opinion in favor of 
“Princess Christian Home for Senior 
Citizens.” 





The man who freely uses “hell’’, 
“damn”, “devil” in his conversation 
is speaking quite naturally. He is 
simply reminding himself of his own 
destination, his condition, his mas- 
ter.—L. N. BELL. 





The sign of Christianity is not a 
cross but a tongue of fire. — SAMUEL 
CHADWICK. 
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Kentucky Synods Plan Merger Anyhow 








TAIWAN — Several thousand peo- 
ple on Formosa’s West Coast, just a 
hundred miles from Red China, have 
nothing to lose but their poverty. 
Most of the families of salt workers 
on the rugged coast glean 25 to 50 
cents a day. They live in shacks that 
offer little protection from seasonal 
storms. Some died from exposure last 
winter. 


Because of inadequate diets many 
sufer from malnutrition, tuberculo- 
sis, trachoma and a unique disease— 
black foot—that defies all attempts to 
cure it. 


During the last ten months Taiwan 
Church World Service (using “Share 
Our Surplus” supplies of U.S. Govern- 
ment-donated food) has been giving 
milk twice weekly to 6,320 children 
in the area. It has distributed cloth- 
ing and rice to 15,894 people. Until 
last summer these coastal people had 
been generally ignored — except by 
Communist infiltrators. Now the com- 
passionate service of the Churches is 
assisting them. 


Belief in God Test 
Held Unconstitutional 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
The United States Supreme Court 
unanimously held that the state of 
Maryland cannot require a public of- 
fice holder to believe in God. 


It held that article 37 of the Mary- 
land state constitution violates the 
Bill of Rights of the federal Consti- 
tution and denies “equal protection 
of the laws” to its citizens in viola- 
tion of the 14th Amendment. 


The court held that Roy R. Torcaso 
of Silver Spring, Md., was entitled to 
a commission as notary public, even 
though he refused to take an oath 
saying that he believed in a Supreme 
Being. 


The article of the Maryland consti- 
tution which the court struck down 
declares: 


“No religious test ought ever to be 
required as a qualification for any of- 
fice of profit or trust in this state 
other than a declaration of belief in 
the existence of God.” (SEE EDITORIAL, 
p. 10). 





Tokyo Crusade Ends 


TOKYO (RNS) — The month-long 
Greater Tokyo Christian Crusade, 
conducted by Evangelist Bob Pierce’s 
World Vision organization, closed with 
a flourish which saw about 20,000 per- 
sons seeking to push their way inside 
the 10,000-seat city auditorium for 
the final rally. Total attendance for 
the entire campaign surpassed 237,- 
000, with 8,940 persons responding to 
the evangelistic invitation. Crusade 
leaders said 740 churches of 41 de- 
nominations were assisting with the 
follow-up work. A series of seminars 
was attended by 1,600 national min- 
isters. 





My need and Thy great fulness meet, 
And I have all in Thee.—Unknown. 


DANVILLE, Ky. (RNS)—Kentucky 
Synods of the Presbyterian Church, 
US, and the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, have voted separately 
to take steps toward establishing a 
federated synod. (The vote of the 
US Synod apparently conflicts with 
the recent action of the US General 
Assembly declaring the times unsuited 
to merger conversations with the 
UPUSA Church.—Ed.) 


If the federated synod should come 
into being, it would be the first of its 
kind in the nation. It would repre- 
sent a form of merger on the state 
level by two Presbyterian denomina- 
tions that have never been able to 
get together nationally. 


In Kentucky there are about 32,000 
members of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church and about 24,000 in 
the United Presbyterian Church. 


The two synods, and their synodi- 
cals or women’s organizations, regu- 
larly meet at the same time and place, 
as they did this year at Centre Col- 
lege here. The two groups have a joint 
director of Christian education, hold a 
leadership training school together, and 
cooperate in youth work, men’s pro- 
grams, and a guidance center. Both 
support Centre College, Louisville 
Seminary and other institutions. 


Under the federation, churches, 
presbyteries and synods would retain 
their connection with their respective 
General Assembly to which they now 
belong. Synods and _presbyteries 
would meet separately when necessary 
to conduct business and judicial cases 
unique to each group. But a new 
alignment of federated presbyteries 
would be set up and the federated 
synod would meet once a year. (SEE 
EDITORIAL, p. 10). 





Discovery Confirms 
References to Pilate 


JERUSALEM (RNS) — The first 
record outside the Bible and the writ- 
ings of Josephus, of Pontius Pilate, the 
Roman Procurator of Judea who de- 
livered Christ to be crucified, has been 
reported discovered on a stone near 
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Caesarea about ten miles south of 
Haifa. 


The discovery was announced by 
Professor Antonio Frova, director of 
the antiquities department of north- 
ern Italy, who said a University of 
Milan archeological expedition came 
across it in the ruins of a Roman 
amphitheater. 


He said the name of the Roman pro- 
curator was found on a stone meas- 
uring 31 by 23 inches. Three lines had 
been carved on the stone. The first 
line said “Tiberium” the second said 
“Pontius Pilate.” The third line has 
not been deciphered. 





Brazilian Church Body 
Honors U.S. Missionary 


RECIFE, Brazil (RNS)—The Inter- 
Presbyterian Council of Brazil, meeting 
here, elected the Rev. Raynard E. Are- 
hart as its president. He is director of 
the North Brazil Mission’s Bible Insti- 
tute of the North at Garanhuns and a 
missionary of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. (Southern). 


A request for the organization of a 
synod in the area of Brasilia, the new 
national capital, was recommended to 
the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in Brazil. If approved by 
the General Assembly, the synod would 
become the eighth in the nation. 





Canada Presbyterians 
Defer Ordination Action 


TORONTO (RNS) — The General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada deferred here for another 
two years any possible action on the 
problem of the ordination of women. 


Instead, the assembly authorized its 
Committee on the Articles of Faith to 
make a full study of the Biblical doc- 
trine of woman and of ordination. 


Last year’s assembly sent the ques- 
tion down to the denomination’s 48 
presbyteries for an opinion. Reporting 
on the results, the Rev. J. B. Skene of 
Port Credit, Ont., said 26 presbyteries 
were against ordination of women, 14 
were in favor and eight had made no 
reply. 


Commissioners voted to raise minis- 
ters’ stipends from the present mini- 
mum of $3,100 a year plus home and 
travel allowance to $3,900. All congre- 


gations were urged by the assembly to 
reach this minimum as soon as possible. 


A new revision of the Presbyterian 
Book of Common Order was sent back 
for further study to the special com- 
mittee preparing it. The revision is the 
first since 1935. Principal changes in- 
clude the number and placement of 
prayers in the service and a stress on 
more congregational participation. A 
radio service also is included. 





Lutheran Leader Sees 
Blake Plan Doomed 


SEATTLE, Wash. (RNS) — A lead- 
ing Lutheran exponent of church unity 
took issue here with a widely-heralded 
proposal to merge four of the country’s 
major Protestant bodies and predicted 
that it would not succeed. 


The criticism was voiced by Dr. P. 
O. Bersell of Minneapolis, Minn., presi- 
dent emeritus of the Augustana Luth- 
eran Church, which he headed for 16 
years (1935-51). 


“We regret to say,’”’ commented the 
Lutheran leader, “that this proposal 
does not excite us, and we do not be- 
lieve that it will meet with success.” 


Claiming “the approach is wrong,” 
he stressed that church unity is pre- 
dicated on more than “fraternal love” 
among the various Churches or confes- 
sions, and that “of supreme importance 
is fidelity to the Gospel which has been 
entrusted to us.” 


“Therefore unity can not be effected 
by human compromise nor by ecclesi- 
astical resolutions or enactments,” he 
said. 


Dr. Bersell added that “it isn’t a 
question of our interpretation of the 
Gospel, but rather what was His mean- 
ing who gave us the Gospel. 


“The disunity of Christendom sum- 
mons us to enter deeper into the mean- 
ing of the Gospel,” he said. “Unity 
rests upon the truth, and truth cannot 
be compromised.” 





Death Penalty Studied 
—No Recommendation 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (RNS) — A 
special Pennsylvania legislative com- 
mittee appointed to study the ques- 
tion of capital punishment has reported 
back to the lawmakers without mak- 
ing a recommendation. 
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In its report the committee said it 
is “of the opinion that the abolish- 
ment of capital punishment is an issue 
that should be decided by each mem- 
ber of the Senate and House based on 
his own study of the testimony pre- 
sented ... and by his own conscience,” 





Minnesota Lutherans 
Oppose Red China Seat 


CROOKSTON, Minn. (RNS) — Op- 
position to admission of Communist 
China to the United Nations was vot- 
ed here by the northern Minnesota 
district of the American Lutheran 
Church. 


The resolution charged that Red 
China is “totally committed to athe- 
istic communism .. . guilty of mer- 
ciless extermination of millions, 
ruthless in its destruction of the 
Christian church, liberty and human 
decency, and opposed to the spirit of 
the U.N. charter.” 


Its admission into the U.N., the 
resolution said, would be construed as 
“condoning its acts, accepting its 
tenets and overlooking its crimes as 
well as weakening the moral and 
spiritual fiber of the west in its fight 
against Communism.” 





UPUSA Unit Reaffirms 
Policy on Abstinence 


ST. PAUL, Minn.—The Minnesota 
Presbyterian (UPUSA) Synod has 
acted to “correct” an impression that 
the denomination now permits its 
members to drink alcoholic beverages 
“moderately.” At its annual meeting 
here the synod reaffirmed “the tradi- 
tional position of total abstinence 
from alcoholic beverages.” 


“We abhor the misleading head- 
lines which have caused some persons 
to believe that Presbyterians condone 
the use of alcoholic beverages,” a 
resolution approved by the court said. 
This was a reference to a statement 
adopted by Buffalo UPUSA General 
Assembly in May which recognized 
that “there are many persons in our 
churches who in honesty and sincerity 
choose to drink moderately.” The As- 
sembly had urged the drinkers and 
abstainers to “respect each other and 
constructively work together in deal- 
ing with the problem of alcohol.” 
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No. 4 in a series of sermons on “Last Things’— 


HELL REALY? 


IS 


As we attempt to look into the Bib- 
lical teaching on the subject of hell we 
have a great feeling of heaviness in 
our heart. We agree with Robert Mur- 
ray McCheyne, the brilliant young 
Scottish preacher of several genera- 
tions ago, who died in youth but who 
made a tremendous impact in his time. 
“No man ought to talk about hell,” he 
said, “without a deep sadness.” 


We agree with the anecdote, almost 
a classic in this department, of the 
nominating committee of a church 
whose pulpit was vacant. A candidate 
came to preach who spoke well on the 
text: “The wicked shall be turned into 
hell and all the nations that forget 
God.” The next Sunday, coincidentally, 
the minister who came chose the very 
same text. The leading member of the 
committee said, “Call the second man, 
not the other. The first man was a 
more able speaker, but call the second.” 
“Why?” they asked, “both preached 
on the same subject.” “Ah,” he replied, 
“they both preached about hell, but the 
second man was sorry.” 


This subject is only to be treated 
with a heavy heart. But it must be 
treated. 


The text is Luke 12:5. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ is speaking: “I will fore- 
warn you whom ye shall now fear: 
Fear him, which after he hath killed 
hath power to cast into hell; yea, I 
say unto you, Fear him.” This is our 
outline: I. The reality and nature of 
hell; Il. The fear of hell; III. Salva- 
tion from hell. 


THE REALITY OF HELL 


Said our Saviour, “Fear him that 
hath power to cast into hell.” This is 
a teaching from the lips of our Lord. 
We who make it our life work to be 
specialists in the Bible are ever im- 
Pressed with the fact that the em- 
Phasis given in theology to the subject 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


of future punishment is not due to 
Paul, is not due to Peter, is not due 
to John, but is due to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is because He said so much 
about future punishment that theology 
has to give lively attention to the 
issue. 


I have before me a partial list of 
the references that appear in His 
teaching on this subject. He speaks of 
the danger of hell-fire for the angry 
man. He speaks of the inadvisability of 
cutting off your hand if it offends you, 
so that your whole body be not cast 
into hell—a striking figure of speech 
in which He suggests that no present 
cost is to be counted too great if 
heaven be gained and hell avoided. He 
speaks in another place of those He 
will address: “Depart from me, I 
never knew you.” He talks about the 
outer darkness where there is weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth. He says 
that there is a sin that will never be 
forgiven in this world or the coming 
world—the sin against the Holy Ghost. 
He talks about those who at the end 
of time will be cast into a furnace of 
fire. He asks how certain types of sin- 
ners may possibly escape the damna- 
tion or judgment of hell. 


He describes the judgment over 
which He will preside and how He will 
say to those on His left hand: “De- 
part into the eternal fire.” He talks 
about the rich man and Lazarus who 
both died—Lazarus, the poor beggar, 
carried by the angels into Abraham’s 
bosom, (that is, to heaven) and the 
rich man finding himself conscious still 
but in hell and in suffering. He talks 
in the best known verse in the Bible 
about perishing eternally: “God so 
loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten son that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life’—so some do perish. 


This is a sample of the teaching of 
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Jesus. It shows how He stressed this 
doctrine. It indicates why we cannot 
avoid it. Our Lord has thrust it be- 
fore us. 


So when Paul talks about the day 
of judgment, when Paul talks about 
our standing before the judgment seat 
of Christ, when he talks of how at the 
Lord’s coming there will be a fire that 
will consume those who obey not the 
Gospel and know not God; when Paul 
talks in this vein, he is only a few 
times saying what our Lord has many 
times and with perfect clarity set be- 
fore us. The Book of Hebrews develops 
the doctrine a little. The Apostle Peter 
in his second letter develops it to a 
small degree. The Book of Revelation 
outlines it, especially in the 20th chap- 
ter with its tremendous judgment 
scene described. But it is by our Lord, 
in His teaching that the reality of hell 
is asserted. 


So then, it is plain — the Bible 
teaches that there are two destina- 
tions. The destination of the Chris- 
tian, of the saved man, of the believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ is heaven. 
At the instant of his death the mo- 
tions of sin cease in him. By the grace 
of God he is made perfect in holiness, 
and he is at once received into heaven- 
ly glory. That is the first destination. 
But also it is clear that there is an- 
other destination and that some men 
will find their way to it. That destin- 
ation is hell. 


Now I agree with my distant kins- 
man, the Baptist theologian Augustus 
Hopkins Strong: “In preaching this 
doctrine, while we grant that the ma- 
terial images used in Scripture to set 
forth the sufferings of the lost are to 
be spiritually and not literally inter- 
preted we should still insist that the 
misery of the soul which eternally 
hates God is greater than the physical 
pains which are used to symbolize it. 
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Although a harsh, hard mechanical 
statement of the truth may only 
awaken opposition, a solemn and feel- 
ing presentation of it upon proper oc- 
casions and in its due relation to the 
work of Christ and the offers of the 
Gospel cannot fail to accomplish God’s 
purpose in preaching and to be the 
means of saving some who hear.” You 
and I know that a man, when he dies, 
leaves this life as a soul. Fire would 
have no effect upon a soul or a spirit. 
You and I understand that the fire 
represents the idea of suffering. What 
is that suffering? Well, certainly it is 
partly the sense of being separated 
from heaven, of being separated from 
God, the sense of being separated 
from all things that are of value. As 
the story of the rich man and Lazarus 
reminds us, it is suffering of vain re- 
membering. “Son,” said Abraham in 
the story, “remember, remember!” 


And, of course, the punishment will 
be meted to the offender according to 
his offenses. The Bible says that; again 
and again it says it. Scripture says it 
in speaking of the one who would be 
punished with a few stripes and the one 
who would be punished with many 
stripes. It says that when it reminds 
us that the blasphemer against the 
Holy Spirit is worthy of worse pun- 
ishment than other kinds of sinners. 
It says that when it compares the guilt 
and demerit of cities that in our Lord’s 
day rejected Him, as compared with 
rebellious and unbelieving populations 
in earlier times. Yes, there is of course 
a proportioning of the rod’s falling. 
But hell is a place of suffering, a 
place of anguish. The Bible so teaches, 
and.I do no one a favor to obscure it. 
I do no one a favor to pass by it. I 
do no one a favor to palliate it. Here 
it is. I am not to be blamed. The Con- 
fession of Faith is not to be blamed. 
Scripture teaches it. That is why we 
have to talk about it. 


THE FEAR OF HELL 


“Fear him,” said our Lord, “Fear 
him.” It isn’t the slave’s fear upon 
whose back at any moment the whip 
may fall in arbitrary infliction as a 
master’s temper is vented. It is the 
holy and reverential fear man should 
have as he realizes that God is and 
that he is morally responsible to God. 
Let him have fear of that just God 
whom he has by his sins offended and 
who cannot consistent with His na- 
ture pass by those offenses. Let him 
fear that God. 


Men think too lightly of God. Men 
think too low thoughts of God. Men 


think God to be in their own image, 
but God is holy, high, lifted up, just. 
He will not brook sin. Let them fear 
God. Let them take account of their 
deeds. Let them view them as the eye 
of God sees them. Men lack firm moral 
purpose. They blithely assume that 
God is no different. But He is differ- 
ent. He will not wink at sin. Let men, 
therefore, take serious account of their 
deeds. Let them understand that God 
hates sin. Let them realize that God 
must punish sin. Let men turn to God 
for pardon. Let men learn to hate sin 
and flee from it. Let men know the 
seriousness of the issues of sin and 
judgment through facing the fact that, 
as Hebrews puts it, “God is a consum- 
ing fire.” 


Now there are those who say that 
such talk makes an unworthy appeal 
to men’s consciences. They say that 
the fear motive is a low and even con- 
temptible basis for moral action. But 
Christians must refuse to be daunted 
by this kind of assault, which is essen- 
tially an attack upon Christ. In my 
own preaching I lay great emphasis 
upon the restlessness and lack of ful- 
filment of the heart that does not know 
God. I lay great emphasis upon the 








Every time well-meaning souls in- 
sist on cheapening the message, low- 
ering the standard, explaining away 
the cost and agreeing to accept Him 
upon easier terms than those He 
states, Christ openly repudiates them, 
and will have none of their advice.— 
Arthur Gossip. 








grace and love and winsome person- 
ality and astounding self-sacrifice of 
Christ. I lay great emphasis upon the 
glorious quality that Christ imparts to 
a life yielded to Him. I lay great em- 
phasis upon the joys that will be ours 
who believe in the Saviour when we 
reach the heavenly world. And I also 
am required to lay emphasis upon the 
terrible and eternal loss that will be- 
fall him who is not a Christian. 
“Knowing the terror of the Lord we 
persuade men.” 


The fear motive has many a use in 
life, by the way. A sufferer goes to his 
doctor about a painful swelling. The 
doctor says this must be cut out at 
once. He makes arrangements immedi- 
ately with the hospital and forthwith 
performs the operation. Because the 
malignancy is excised in time, a life 
is saved. The doctor has made a whole- 
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some and successful use of the fear 
motive. 


It works that way in religion some- 
times. I shall speak of myself. I re- 
member how in my high school days 
I would sit in church before the serv- 
ice began and actually entertain some 
serious thoughts. I would say to my- 
self, “What if the Lord should come 
right now?” I was afraid, for I knew 
I was not ready to face Him. I have 
no doubt that those youthful fears 
helped to prepare my heart for that 
time when the grace of Christ dawned 
upon me and I was enabled to accept 
the offer of salvation and forgiveness. 
I have heard many others bear testi- 
mony in similar terms. 


SAVED FROM HELL 


Let us now treat salvation from 
hell. This is what we delight to linger 
over. We love people. We want every- 
body to be saved. But we know that 
not everyone will be saved. We must 
talk early and late about salvation, 
seeking to reach everyone we can with 
the good news of free forgiveness. 


We shall not allow ourselves to be 
delayed on our mission by those who 
want to be argumentative. They want 
us to reason out a difference for those 
who have never heard the Gospel and 
for those who are sincere and for those 
who honestly choose another religion 
than Christianity. Some of our object- 
ing friends are seriously troubled about 
these things; some are only debaters, 
taking pleasure in discussion but with- 
out Christian conviction. They must 
not detain us. For souls are in peril 
all around us and the heathen in their 
lost condition need a missionary. 


Paul in the Epistle to the Romans 
makes these things plain and sum- 
mons us to urgency. Both Jew and 
Gentile are without excuse before God. 
All have sinned and come short of His 
glory. All need to be evangelized and 
converted to Christ. God sent His Son 
to provide salvation for mankind. 
There is forgiveness but only through 
Christ. Sin must be punished. God will 
punish the sinner or accept in the sin- 
ner’s stead the suffering endured by 
an adequate substitute. Christ is the 
adequate substitute. Christ took the 
sinner’s place. Christ endured hell for 
His own when He was on the cross. 
Christ died for our sins. He gave Him- 
self the just for the unjust that He 
might bring us to God. This is salva- 
tion as presented in the Bible. And 
there is no other way. 


(Cont. on p. 24, col. 3) 
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The certainty of Judgment— 


Vrath [lo Come 


In some quarters today this subject 
is taboo. God is pictured as a God of 
love and mercy only, incapable of a 
holy and devastating wrath. Nothing 
could please Satan more, for it lulls 
conscience to sleep and leads men to 
live in a state of blissful folly. 


When John the Baptist spoke of 
“the wrath to come” he was not in- 
dulging in rhetorical fancy. 


When our Lord spoke in the most 
lurid terms of the punishment of the 
wicked we have absolutely no right to 
presume that He meant anything other 
than what He said. 


When Paul, writing to the Roman 
Christians, tells of “the wrath of God” 
which is revealed from heaven against 
“all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men,” we have no right to assume 
that this is anything but the righteous 
judgment of a holy God on sin. 


When the writer of the epistle to 
the Hebrews tells us “Jt is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the liv- 
ing God,” and later writes: “For our 
God is a consuming fire,” he is offer- 
ing no comfort to unrepentant sinners. 


Nor is the coming judgment of God 
hidden in Paul’s words to the Chris- 
tians at Thessalonica: “And to you who 
are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who 
shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his 
power,” 


That which we must believe is that 
God is just in His judgments. It is not 
for man to conjure up a God contrary 
to the One revealed in Holy Scripture. 
His holy wrath against and judgment 
of sin is a part of that which we have 





revealed to us about Him. In the Reve- 
lation we read: “Even so, Lord God 
Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments.” 


The Psalmist tells us that “God 
judgeth the righteous, and God is 
angry with the wicked every day”; 
and he also says: “When the wicked 
spring as the grass, and when all the 
workers of iniquity do flourish, it is 
that they shall be destroyed for ever.” 


Again and again our Lord speaks 
to the same conclusion: “But he that 
shall blaspheme against the Holy 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is 
in danger of eternal damnation.” 


To exclude the wrath and judgment 
of God requires that we reject a tre- 
mendous volume of statements thereon 
to be found in both the Old and New 
Testaments. 


Furthermore, to reject the teach- 
ings of Holy Scripture having to do 
with God’s holy wrath and just judg- 
ments means that we must REJECT 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE 
CROSS. 


Only as we sense the alternative 





NEGOTIATING WITH 
COMMUNISM 


To negotiate true peace with 
people who are utterly dedicated 
to the concept of the historical in- 
evitability of class war and their 
own victory is impossible. To think 
that we can do it is to indicate a 
failure to understand Communism 
so completely that it approaches 
mental illness. To the Communist, 
every negotiation is an act of war. 
Every delegation is an act of war. 
Every peace petition is an act of 
war. Every disarmament conference 
is an act of war. — Frederick 
Charles Schwarz. 
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can we sense in slight measure the 
magnitude of that which God has done 
for us on the Cross. The Gospel of 
Christ’s redeeming love must be 
preached against the background of 
wrath and judgment. If these holy 
necessities are the result of sin, then 
how great that sin and how marvelous 
is God’s remedy through His Son! 


There is no greater tragedy in the 
field of theology today than man’s re- 
pudiation of God’s revelation of him- 
self. The writer recently wrote a short 
article on “The Theology of Presump- 
tion,” showing the utter presumption 
of those who deny clearly stated doc- 
trines and set up others of their own 
devising. One minister (not of our 
Church) hotly denounced the article 
in two different letters. For him there 
is no hell, no eternal punishment and 
no wrath of God. To arrive at these 
conclusions he frankly admitted his 
rejection of the truthfulness and the 
authority of the Biblical record. In 
this he was honest, for it is only by a 
rejection of the Bible that one can 
arrive at the “deadening comfort” of 
a God who denies His own holiness 
and justice. To do this one must 
espouse an illusionary concept of a god 
that does not exist. 


Spreading across the land like an 
appalling blight is a false theological 
concept which is cutting the nerve of 
evangelism and missions. It is the 
blight of universalism, the affirmation 
that all men will eventually be saved 
regardless of what they do with Jesus 
Christ in this life. 


Accompanying this blight is the de- 
nial or playing down of Satan as a 
malignant personality and, of course, 
the denial of hell as a place of eternal 
separation from God. 


This new theology can only exist 
through a denial of the God revealed 


(Cont. on p. 21 col. 1) 
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DITORIALS 


Kentucky Synod Ignores Assembly 


The recent action of the Synod of 
Kentucky which voted, in effect, to 
merge with the corresponding UPUSA 
Synod (see story, p. 3) would seem 
to represent a formal rejection of the 
position taken by the 101st General 
Assembly. The Dallas Assembly de- 
clined to re-open union negotiations 
with the UPUSA Church at this time 
on the grounds that the future of that 
Church as a Presbyterian Church may 
well be in doubt. 


The minutes of the Synod of Ken- 
tucky should receive the careful scru- 
tiny of the 102nd General Assembly 
when that body reviews the actions 
of its lower courts. We do not know 
whether the Kentucky vote is legally 
defensible. We are inclined to believe 
that it is improper, to say the least. 
Under the Presbyterian form of gov- 
ernment (so strongly defended in some 
quarters) lower courts do not cus- 
tomarily seek to enact for themselves 
what the highest court of the Church 
has ruled against. 


It is often claimed, these days, that 
Presbyterians should consider them- 
selves bound by the deliverances of 
the General Assembly. Is it possible 
that those who advocate such obedi- 
ence have in mind limiting the scope 
of such obedience to those issues in 
which they find themselves in agree- 
ment? 


We believe that a re-appraisal of 
cooperative ventures with the UPUSA 
Church is indicated. But such re- 
appraisal should concern itself with 
the validity of joint endeavors which 
may shortly include Episcopalians, 
Methodists, Evangelical and Reformed, 
Congregationalists and Disciples. 


The action most clearly indicated 
for the day when the “Blake-Pike”’ 
plan is put into effect is that action 
which will restore institutions and 
agencies now operated jointly to ex- 
clusive Presbyterian, U.S. ownership 
and control. 





In the Open 


One of many reasons why there is 
distrust of the National Council of 
Churches is because of the evasion 
practiced by the official leadership 
when specific criticisms are levelled 
at that organization. 


A case in point has been the vigor- 
ous denial which has always been made 
when anyone stated that the ultimate 
objective of the National Council is 
organic union of all the churches, 
thereby creating a super-Church, the 
power of which will be manipulated by 
men who no longer consider that the 
message of the Church is more im- 
portant than her organization. 


Now a high official of the National 
Council states categorically that or- 
ganic union of the denominations is 
the objective of both the National and 
World Councils of Churches. 


According to RNS (See Journal, 
July 5), Dr. Edwin Espy, associate 


general secretary of the National 
Council, speaking to the Augustana 
Lutheran Synod in Seattle on June 
12th, stated that “organic union of 
member denominations” is the “ecu- 
menical objective of the National and 
World Councils of Churches”. 


Dr. Espy went on to say that this 
goal “cannot be fully attained in the 
cooperation of the separated churches 
or in their official commitment to one 
another through local, state, national 
or world councils”. . . . “This oneness 
finds its highest expression in the ac- 
tual uniting of churches which are 
prepared to commit themselves wholly 
to one another and to lose their. sepa- 
rate identity in the higher expression 
of Christ’s church through organic 
unity.” 


Finally the truth is out. Or is it? 


If sudden pressure should fall on 
the New York offiice we may again 


witness the evasive tactics of the past 
through a statement to the effect that, 
“Dr. Espy was expressing a private 
opinion, not that of the National Coun. 
cil.” 


The writer would suggest that any 
interested in the activities of the 
National Council write to the Secre- 
tary of the Vestry—St. Mark’s Epis- 
copal Church, Shreveport, La. and ask 
for a copy of the report of the Vestry 
of that Church on the National Coun- 
cil. 


Without question this is the most 
objective and factual analysis of the 
National Council that we have seen. 
They were 10 months making the 
study and preparing the report. This 
is no wild-eyed diatribe but a sober 
evaluation. The committee even invit- 
ed one of the leading members of the 
National Council secretariat to Shreve- 
port and discussed these matters with 
him. 


The cost of the report (in booklet 
form) is 30 cents. 


We have many warm personal 
friends who vigorously defend the 
National Council of Churches. It is 
our feeling that these men are de- 
fending a fine and legitimate idea. 
But we have studied the activities and 
the present direction of that organi- 
zation and it is our considered con- 
viction that, as now organized, and as 
now operating, the National Council 
of Churches is a menace to both the 
Church and State. 


L. N. B. 


This Nation 
Under God... 


The Supreme Court has ruled that 
no state may require an office holder 
to believe in God (see story, p. 4). 





To us the decisions by the Court in 
which God is effectively excluded from 
any and every aspect of public life in 
America are the most questionable of 
all. 


Congress is to make no law respect- 
ing religion and every man is to en- 
joy religious freedom in this land. 


But to say that this nation does 
NOT necessarily derive its life “under 
God” is the height of irrational think- 
ing, in our opinion. 


The Supreme Court has in effect 
ruled unconstitutional the Oath of Of- 
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fice: “Do you solemnly swear . . . 80 
help you God.” This decision is an- 
other which seems to suggest incompe- 
tence more than anything else. 





Communism Weakened? 


A lead editorial in one of Amer- 
ica’s prominent religious publications 
urges Americans to turn their atten- 
tion from “domestic Communism” to 
“external Communism.” The refer- 
ence is to current anti-communist 
activities in America and the contro- 
yersy swirling around them (“Opera- 
tion Abolition,’ John Birch Society, 
National Council of Churches). 


Said the editorial, “it has become 
increasingly clear that anti-communist 
activities are producing sharp divisions 
within our nation . . . the resulting 
divisions can easily be exploited by 
our enemy.” 


Then the editorial went on to say 
a significant thing: “The Communist 
Party in America has been drastically 
weakened in the last ten years, yet it 
is astonishing that  well-financed 
movements exist today to fight it.” 


Anyone who seriously believes that 
the Communist Party has been “dras- 
tically weakened” anywhere in the 
world in the last ten years is either 
badly deluded or deliberately decep- 
tive. There is virtually no area in 
the world in which Communism is not 
stronger than it was ten years ago. 


The truth of the matter is that 
Communism has become so much more 
influential in America in the last ten 
years that many thoughtful people 
wonder if the cold war may not ulti- 
mately be won by Communism with- 
out ever firing a shot on American 
soil, 


Witness the fact that “capitalism” 
is a dirty word to so many Americans; 
witness the way we have come to think 
of the American people in terms of 
“classes” ; witness the socialism (which 
is just a mild form of Communism) 
that has become rampant in American 





life. Witness the Communist influ- 
ence upon and infiltration of the 
Churches. 


“Drastically weakened?” 
tragic estimate of our peril! 


What a 
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If I had a thousand heads I would 
rather have them all cut off than to 
recant—Luther, at Diet of Worms. 









A Layman And His Church | 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


ANCIENT BUT RELEVANT 


When one senses failure, one of two 
courses is usually followed. Either 
there is an inward look to see whether 
the cause is within us, or, there is an 
outward look seeking for an extrane- 
ous excuse. 


At the present time an increasing 
number of leaders in the theological 
world are bemoaning the failure of 
the Church to make an impact on the 
contemporary world and it is both in- 
teresting and depressing that many of 
these men are finding the historic Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ irrelevant to our 
day and are demanding “the rethink- 
ing of our theology” in order to make 
it more compatible or relevant to the 
current scene. 


Speaking to the graduating class at 
Princeton Theological Seminary dean 
Samuel Miller of the Harvard Divin- 
ity School is reported by Time to have 
said that the churches are addressing 
themselves in a dead language to sit- 
uations and issues that no longer exist. 
Further, “The ancient dogmas no 
longer dominate the imagination; the 
shape of life has changed; the pat- 
terns of truth are different; the ques- 
tions have new terms; the doubts have 
deeper dimensions; the hunger of the 
heart and mind has been enlarged.” 


Such statements call for a careful 
analysis. 


No one will question that the world 
is changing from day to day; that the 
pressures and tempo of life have been 
stepped up; that the future with its 
uncertainties is affecting men every- 
where. 


But that which we would affirm with 
all the vigor possible is that the “an- 








The United Church of Christ already 
is pledged to unification conversations 
with the Christian churches (Disciples) 
and many of the Community churches. 
I believe we should wait until we shall 
have become emotionally adjusted to 
the step we have already taken. . 
there are limits to the amount of unity 
that human nature can digest in each 
generation. — Dr. Walter M. Horton, 
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cient dogma” of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ as revealed in the Scriptures 
STILL WORKS. This Gospel preach- 
ed in the same terms of past genera- 
tions speaking through the Holy Spirit, 
to hungry and fearful hearts and a 
simple faith in Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Son of God, does meet every 
contemporary need. 


We would venture the further ob- 
servation. It is those men who have 
questioned or denied the integrity and 
authority of the Holy Scriptures who 
have contributed, and are now con- 
tributing, to the confusions of our day. 
To many of these the work of the 
Church is primarily one of techniques 
and programs designed to harness men 
for a great social revolution. But there 
are others who rightly feel that the 
primary work of the Church is to 
preach the Gospel and trust the Holy 
Spirit to energize and direct men in 
their social responsibilities and con- 
tacts. 


This is not an appeal for the “good 
old days”—not so good and gone for- 
ever. It is an uncompromising affirma- 
tion that while the methods of preach- 
ing the Gospel can and should change 
the message is the same, for men’s 
hearts are the same. We have shied 
away from preaching the universality 
of sin and the consequences of its re- 
sulting separation from God, both now 
and for eternity. We have shied away 
from the blood-bought redemption of 
Calvary in favor of some theory more 
compatible to the esthetic (and unre- 
pentant) senses of man. 


These are days when the founda- 
tions are being shaken. For that rea- 
son we should remember that there is 
one Foundation which can never be 
shaken and that He is the same for 
every generation. 


That which all of us need is to be 
delivered from earth-inspired sophis- 
tication and pessimism and to a Spirit- 
given humility and faith. 


The Holy Spirit is not dead. But 
men out of Christ are. 
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“W. H. B. SIMPSON SAYS” 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courtcous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 


top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. , 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
are Ss. C. 

. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
ccieineemendlliee Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s ~~. + Store 
Camden, S. 

J. A. Hagins, “Mer. -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
oe Ss. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
we agg Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
est meg age Co. 
Beaufort, S. 

L. A. ~, Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, 8. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

=> Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

R. Grier Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
ona a Co. 
wor ad 
Cc ‘Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
beth an Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Megr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Joe Kelley, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
ay Mo. 

— “McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


The two women of our lesson today are perhaps the most famous 
pair of sisters in the Bible. It would be difficult to find another 
pair equalling Mary and Martha in the distinctive traits of their 
personalities. Though alike in some respects these sisters bear 
the marks of their own individuality in temperament and taste. 
Although Martha appears in adverse light in one scene, she more 
than redeems herself in the spontaneity and robustness of her 
faith in another scene. Each of these striking sisters is typical of 
many others in the family of faith who serve their Lord just as 


devotedly as Mary and Martha. 


I. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


Martha and Mary lived in a “certain village” (Luke 
10:38), which John calls Bethany (John 11:1; 12:1) — 
a little town on the eastern side of Mount Olivet about 
two miles from Jerusalem. It appears that Martha 
owned the house (Luke 10:38). In this house they 
lived with their brother Lazarus. It is probable that 
Martha was the oldest. Undoubtedly this family had 
many friends and some degree of social eminence in 
the community. It is even intimated that there was a 
measure of wealth in the family (John 12:3). Christ 
loved this family very much; (John 11:5); in fact, so 
much that He publicly wept in sympathy with these 
sorrowing sisters in the loss of their brother (John 
11:33-36). This family undoubtedly became very dear 
to our Saviour in the closing days of His earthly min- 
istry. 


Il. “BUT ONE THING IS NEEDFUL” (Luke 
10:38-42) . 


Here we have a domestic scene so real that as we 
read it we can almost see the very room itself. The 
traits of character are so masterfully drawn that we 
can almost hear the whole conversation: 


1. Christ received (v.38). Martha received Jesus 
into her house. The word back of “received” means 
“to receive as a guest.” It is found only four times in 
the New Testament (Luke 10:38; 19:6; Acts 17:7; Jas. 
2:25). Each place will help to illustrate the present 
passage. 


_ 2 The sisters identified (v.39). We are reminded 
immediately that Martha had a sister by the name of 
Mary. There are at least five other Marys in the New 
Testament, but the one we are now dealing with is 
not to be confused with any of the others. 


3. Mary’s attention (v.39). This Mary “sat at 
jesus’ feet and heard his word.” The Greek text more 
literally reads: “having sat near the feet of the Lord, 
the kept on hearing his word.” What a picture we 
have here of the believer: nearness, humility, attentive- 


By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 
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Lesson for July 23, 1961 


MARY AND MARTHA, FRIENDS OF 
JESUS 


Bible Material: Luke 10:38-42; John 
11:1-44; 12:1-8 


Devotional Reading: John 15:1-11 


Memory Selection: John 11:27 





ness, ecstasy of delight! There is no suggestion here 
that Mary was sluggish or lazy. 


4. Martha’s restlessness (v.40). But Martha no- 
ticed her sister’s indifference to the household duties. 
“Martha was cumbered about much serving.” The word 
“cumbered” is not found elsewhere in the New Testa- 
ment (but the Greek translators of the Old Testament 
used it in Eccl. 1:13; 3:10—“exercised”). In this “dis- 
tracted” (American Version) frame of mind Martha 
approached Jesus. The word back of “came” means 
“to come on another person suddenly” (and perhaps 
menacingly; see its use in Luke 21:34 and I Thess. 5:3). 
Thus Martha perhaps showed anger in her attitude 
toward Jesus’ indifference. 


5. Martha’s resentment (v.40). So Martha speaks 
rebukingly to Jesus: “Lord, is it not a concern to thee 
that my sister left me alone to serve?” (my translation) . 
Resentment will manifest itself when we think our- 
selves unfairly or unjustly treated. Then, having gone 
thus far, she dares to suggest a command to her Lord: 
“Speak therefore to her that she take a hand along with 
me (in the work) .” The word translated “help” (King 
James) occurs only here and in Rom. 8:26. It is made 
up of two prepositions and the main verb; it suggests 
an idea that could be illustrated by two women mak- 
ing up a bed from opposite sides. Martha wanted 
Mary to get up and take hold of the other side of the 
tablecloth! 


6. Christ’s rebuke (v.41). Martha’s resentment 
leaves her unprepared for the quiet rebuke she re- 
ceives. Christ prepares the way by the twice-repeated 
“Martha.” With this repetition compare “Abraham, 
Abraham” (Gen. 22:11), “Jacob, Jacob” (Gen. 46:2), 
“Simon, Simon” (Luke 22:31), and “Saul, Saul” (Acts 
9:4). How many people are like Martha—“careful and 
troubled about many things.” The word translated 
“careful” here is the same as “take thought” in Matt. 
6:25, 27f, 31, 34; it is the same as “careth” in I Cor. 
7:32-34 (which some take as a good illustration of the 
present passage) . 


ee eae i 
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7. Mary’s commendation (v.42). Let me again 
translate here: “But Mary elected the good part which 
(is of such a nature that) shall not be taken away from 
her.” The word “chosen” is the same word used in I 
Cor. 1:27f; Eph. 1:4; Jas. 2:5). The “which” refers to 
the kind or quality of the antecedent (note our trans- 
lation). And the “taken away” is the same verb as used 
in Luke 1:25; Rom. 11:27; Heb. 10:4; Rev. 22:19. 
Jesus is saying that neither life nor death shall sepa- 
rate Mary from her great choice. 


Ill. “NOW JESUS LOVED MARTHA AND HER 
SISTER AND LAZARUS” (John 11:1-44). 


Our main concern in this momentous chapter will be 
to keep Martha and Mary before us as chief partici- 
pants in these events. 


1. The sick man (v.1f). This Lazarus was the 
brother of Mary and Martha; he is not to be confused 
with the Lazarus of Luke 16:19-31. It is of interest to 
note that there is not a word recorded that Lazarus 
might have spoken. 


2. The sisters send for help (v.3). Mary and 
Martha sent messengers to Jesus with the word: “Lord, 
behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.” It was not neces- 
sary to give the name of the person. The Lord Jesus 
knew this family too well. 


3. Christ responds (vv. 5-19). Christ explains to His 
disciples the news that He has received. Although they 
do not at first understand His reference to “‘sleepeth” 
(v.11), they soon learn that Lazarus is dead and that 
their Lord intends to go and “awake him out of sleep” 
(v.11). It is hardly probable that the disciples fully 
anticipated the nature of the miracle which they were 
about to witness. 


4. The meeting with Martha (vv. 20-27). Martha, 
true to her alert nature (and there is a remarkable 
harmony of Luke 10:38-42 with the present passage) , 
goes immediately to meet Jesus; Mary remains seated 
in the home (v. 20). Note the strength and progress of 
Martha’s faith: (1) First she states her faith negatively 
(“if thou hadst been here” —v.21). (2) Then she 
states her faith positively (“But I know that even now 
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee” 
—v.22). (3) She states her faith futuristically (“I 
know that he shall arise in the resurrection at the last 
day” — v. 24). (4) She states her faith finally and com- 
pletely (“Yea, Lord: I believe”; etc. — v. 27). We must 
not omit to mention that Martha was the recipient of 
the highest revelation ever given to our sinful race: 
“I am the resurrection and the life” (v. 25f). 


Plan To Attend 
JOURNAL DAY—Aug. 16 


Presbyterian Church 
Weaverville, N. C. 








5. The meeting with Mary (vv. 28-38). Martha 
tells her sister that Jesus has come. What welcomed 
news that must have been to Mary! How well ‘the narra- 
tive fits in with what we know about the two sisters, 
Let us take the time to notice a few contrasts between 
Martha and Mary: (1) Martha apparently went quietly 
to meet Jesus; Mary went in haste to meet her Lord 
(vv. 20; 29). (2) Martha engaged in a serious theolo- 
gical conversation with Jesus; Mary simply fell at His 
feet (vv. 21-27; 32). (3) Martha expressed no outward 
emotions when she met Jesus; Mary came weeping 
(vv. 20f; 33). (4) Martha’s words did not move Jesus 
to action; but Mary’s weeping caused Jesus to weep and 
then to act (vv. 28; 33-36). 


6. The stupendous miracle (vv. 41-44). There are 
four elements here: 


a. The prayer (v.41). Jesus Christ thanks His 
Father that He has heard Him. 


b. The people (v.42). This miracle that Christ is 
now about to perform is for the sake of the people: 
“that they may believe that thou hast sent me.” 


c. The person (v.43). Christ cried out with a loud 
voice: “Lazarus, come forth.” It has been said that had 
not Christ mentioned Lazarus by name here, all the 
dead would have come forth (see John 5:28f). 


d. The power (v.44). By a simple word Jesus 
Christ brought a dead man back to life again. That 
same voice in the Gospel can bring a man that is spirit- 
ually dead to spiritual life (Eph. 2:1ff). 


IV. “THERE THEY MADE HIM A SUPPER” 
(John 12:1-8). 


This closing section will best be covered by several 
contrasts: 


1. The contrast between Lazarus dead and Lazarus 
alive (v. 1f). Lazarus’ resurrection was an abiding wit- 
ness of Christ’s divine Sonship. It was quite evident to 
all that Christ had performed a miracle which none 
could deny (11:45f; 12:9-11). 


2. The contrast between Martha and Mary (v. 2f). 
Martha, true to her nature, is serving the supper (see 
Luke 10:40) ; Mary, true to her nature, is at Jesus’ feet 
(see Luke 10:39) . 


3. The contrast between Mary’s exuberant love and 
Judas’ pernicious stinginess (vv. 3-6). Mary, out of her 
abounding love, is willing to use her expensive oint- 
ment to bathe Jesus’ feet; Judas is filled with avarice 
and greed in the loss of this precious ointment. 


4. The contrast between Mary’s deed and the spirit- 
ual significance of what she did (v.7). Little did she 
realize that her act of love was a prophecy of the em- 
balming of the holy body of her Lord. 


5. The contrast between now and the future (v. 8). 
Let us do what we can now for our Lord, as Mary did; 
let never an opportunity slip by without adoring Him. 
He is the object of all our good deeds. 





God denies a Christian nothing but with a design to 
give him something better.—Cecil, THE MODERN DIC- 
TIONARY OF THOUGHTS. 


PAGE 12 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 12, 1961 

















- 


oOo WS = be 


e 


, os 


YS 








| Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 
FOR JULY 23, 1961 


WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT ANGELS 


Scripture Reading—Acts 12:5-11 
Suggested Hymns— 
“Angel Voices, Ever Singing” 
“O God of Bethel, by Whose Hand” 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 


Note to Program Leader: (This is another program 
in which you will be calling on the young people to 
make use of their Bibles. To vary the procedure, you 
may want to write the references on the blackboard, 
and assign them to be read by different young people 
by placing their initials beside the verse.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Much 
of what we hear said about angels would come under 
the heading of fiction or sentimental superstition. In 
writing, cartooning, and speech, angels are frequently 
presented in a comical light. If we were altogether 
ignorant of these spiritual beings, there might be some 
excuse for misrepresenting the truth about them. There 
is, however, no excuse for being ignorant, because the 
Bible has some very definite things to say about the 
nature and work of angels. Some of the popular no- 
tions about angels have no Scriptural foundation what- 
soever. I believe we can clear up many mistaken ideas 
about angels by looking at some of the many passages 
in the Bible which tell about them and their work. 


FIRST SPEAKER: First, the Bible tells us that 
angels are creatures of God. Even as God created the 
souls of men, He also created angels. Romans 8 in- 
cludes angels and principalities with the other creatures. 
(Read Romans 8:38, 39 also Colossians 1:16.) The book 
of Revelation includes angels with the creatures in 
heaven which sing praises to the Lord. (Read Revela- 
tion 5:11-13.) 


The Scriptures always represent angels as being a 
separate order of creatures from men. This explodes 
the idea which so many people have that angels are the 
spirits of good people who have died. (Read Psalm 
8:5.) There are times when the Bible says that angels 
appeared in the form of men, but it never says that 
they are the same as men, or that they are glorified 
men. For instance the Scriptures do not represent 
Moses and Elijah, who appeared on the mount of trans- 
figuration with Christ, as being angels. 


Angels are said to be immortal, meaning that they 
do not experience death as we do. (Read Luke 20:36.) 
According to the Bible, God is the only being who has 
immortality by nature, but He chose to give this im- 


Sram 
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mortality to His angelic creatures, even as our first 
parents were immortal until they sinned. 


The Bible points out that angels are not divine. 
They are superior beings to men, but they are not 
equal with God, and they are not to be worshipped. 
(Read Colossians 2:18.) The knowledge of the angels 
is limited, but God’s knowledge is not limited. (Read 
Mark 13:32.) The whole first chapter of Hebrews has 
as its theme the superiority of Christ over angels. 


Another characteristic of angels taught in the Bible 
is their holiness. (Read Luke 9:26.) It is clearly im- 
plied that the angels are sinless creatures who always 
do the will of God. This is also suggested in the peti- 
tion of the Lord’s Prayer which says, “Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 


These are some of the Bible’s teachings about the 
nature of angels. 


SECOND SPEAKER: What is the work of angels? 
What do they do? The popular idea is that they live 
in heaven, wear halos, and play harps. The Bible says 
nothing about halos, and not a great deal about harps, 
but it does have several things to say about the min- 
istry of angels. 


Angels ministered to Christ when He was on earth. 
(Read John 1:51; Matthew 4:11; and Luke 22:43.) 
The Bible also indicates that the ministry of angels 
extends to human creatures who are saved. (Read He- 
brews 1:14.) 


The word “angel” means messenger, and angels are 
the messengers of God. Throughout the Bible they ap- 
pear to men at appointed times to bring the messages 
of God. Angels appeared to Abraham to foretell the 
destruction of Sodom, to Jacob at Bethel and at the 
brook Jabbock, to Balaam warning him to prophesy 
truly, to Manoah telling him of the birth of Samson, 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 2) 
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of Christian concern 
and Financial security 


For many years, the overlapping worlds of the Board of World Missions emblem 
have stood as a symbol of Christian concern and finanical security. 


More than fifty years ago, the Board wrote its first annuity contract. In the 
years since then, during good times and bad, the Board has never missed or been 
late with a single annuity payment. 


But in addition to providing financial security for its donors, the Board is proud 
of the use to which we put the funds derived from the Annuity Gift Plan. This 
financial support has enabled us to send additional missionaries to many countries, 
taking the teachings of Christ to thousands of people who would otherwise have 
been unreached. 


If you are interested in serving the Lord in foreign lands, and at the same time 
obtaining financial security and a good income, write for our free folder on 
annuities, “A Guaranteed Lifetime Investment.” Address 
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The particular lesson before us contains more than 
I intend to talk about. The entire passage is 4:8-13, 
but verses 8 and 9 contain the meat of this portion 
and their content is so important that I will spend the 
time on them alone. Here they are: 


Finally brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things. Those things, which 
ye have both learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be 
with you. 


The first thing we find interesting is that in connec- 
tion with these verses the Apostle promises: “. . . and 
the God of peace shall be with you.” We remember 
that in the last lesson (v.7) there was the promise: 
“And the peace of God . . . shall keep your hearts and 
minds.” This is just a bit stronger. In v.7 the Apostle 
tells the Philippians that if they will bring their cares 
to the Lord when they are worried or fretful, He will 
replace the fret with His peace. But this is stronger. 
This promises that the God of peace Himself will be 
with us under certain circumstances. And those cir- 
cumstances have to do with our thinking. The experi- 
ence of “living in Christ” will be greatly advanced if 
we are careful of our thinking. 


A great deal is said today about the power of thought. 
And indeed thought is powerful. Not simply the think- 
ing process, but the effect on yourself and on the world, 
of that to which you devote your mind; the things you 
think about. What a person has in mind is likely to 
be what he talks about. And what a person talks about 
is likely to be what he thinks about. 


I personally believe that when the Apostle Paul says, 
“Think on these things,” he means “talk to yourself 
about these things . . . and to others.” For speech and 
thought are closely related. When I hear someone talk- 
ing about something I can feel reasonably sure that I 
am listening to what that person is also thinking about. 
Paul says: “Think on these things!” 


TRUE 
What things? First off, that which is true. 


Now a true statement is one which exactly corre- 
sponds to the facts. If the matter isn’t true—says the 
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Womens Work 


SUPPLEMENTARY CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY 


By Manrorp Geo. Gutzke, D.D., Ph.D. 


LIVING IN CHRIST—August: “I Have Learned The Secret” 


Philippians 4:8-13 


Apostle—don’t think about it, which is his way of 
saying, don’t talk about it, don’t have anything to do 
with it. 


But the fact that something is true isn’t always the 
whole of it. A thing may be true and yet be vicious; 
it may be true and yet be ugly; it may be true and yet 
hurt deeply. A thing may be nasty and be quite true. 
So there are other considerations. But by the word 
“true” Paul means to say: “Don’t give your preoccupa- 
tion over to fiction.” Be realistic. That is important. 
Then: 


HONEST 


‘. . . whatsoever things are honest.” This brings to 
our mind the fact that some things may be true and 
not be honest. The word “honest” carries with it the 
thought of a “true impression.” It has to do with the 
way a thing is said as well as what is said: and the rea- 
son why a thing is said as well as what is said. 


Let me illustrate: One day I see Mr. Jones, who is 
an elder in the church, coming out of a liquor store. 
Now I could pass the word along: “I saw Mr. Jones 
coming out of a liquor store.” That would be a true 
statement. But it also might not be an honest state- 
ment. I might convey by that statement the impression 
that Mr. Jones frequents liquor stores. But it is pos- 
sible that Mr. Jones went into that store to use the 
telephone. He had to make a call and there was no 
other phone in the neighborhood and he went into the 
store to make his call. Under the circumstances it would 
not be honest to carelessly say, “I saw Mr. Jones com- 
ing out of a liquor store!” 


Many times when we make comments about people 
we justify ourselves by saying, “Well, it was the truth!” 
Perhaps it was, but was it honest? 


And yet, even this is not enough: 
JUST 


The word “just” could probably be translated “fair.” 
Paul says, “Think on . . . whatsoever things are fair!” 


The progression in the Apostle’s thinking reminds 
us that it is possible to say the truth, the honest truth, 
and not be fair. At this point I am thinking of a re- 
port which frequently gets out about ministers. I have 
sometimes heard of a minister that he spends the time 
other men are working, sitting around on his porch or 
in the yard. The person who says that he saw the min- 





ister sitting around the yard on a Wednesday when 
everybody else was working may have been telling the 
truth. And it may have been the honest truth: the 
minister was indeed loafing. But it may not have been 
fair! 

Perhaps the minister was up all the night before 
with a sick parishioner. Perhaps he takes time to relax 
when others are working so he can do his pastoral work 
when others are home from work and available for calls 
or visits. It is really true that he is relaxing. And it is 
the honest truth that he is not working. But in this 
case a true, honest comment may not be a fair state- 
ment. 


In order to obtain the joy of the presence of the God 
of peace we must be realistic—in honesty and without 
malice. An unfair thing is one out of balance; it is 
probably exaggerated. I am not being fair if I take 
some little thing and blow it up all out of proportion; 
and I am not being fair if I take an important thing 
and pass it off as of no consequence. But there is still 
something else: 


PURE 


Here is an amazing thing: A report may be true; It 
may be honest; It may be just, or fair; Yet if it isn’t 
clean, we shouldn’t think about it—that is, dwell on 
it, share it. We should put it away! 


Here is a person—we shall say a woman—who has 
a bad reputation. Now to begin with we don’t know 
that person well enough to say that she is a bad 
woman. Only God really knows all things. And this 
woman is not answerable to me: she is answerable to 
God only. But let us say, for purposes of illustration, 
that the reputation suits the person. The truth of the 
matter, the honest fact of the situation, in all fairness, 
is that this person is an evil person. What then? For- 
get it. Do not preoccupy yourself with it. Above all, 
put it away from your thinking. Do not dwell on it. 
And then you will not be tempted to speak about it. 


But there is yet something further! 
LOVELY 


It is possible for a thing to be pure and yet not be 
lovely: it does not pertain to the sweeter, the kinder, 
the gentler things of life. 


We are living in a day when realism is all the rage. 
A large proportion of the literature written in our time 
has been written with the idea in mind that in order 
to tell the truth it is necessary to dig up the dirt. It is 
hardly possible to read a novel published in modern 
times without encountering passages that are downright 
unclean. They are true passages. They constitute hon- 
est reporting, and they are fair. But you don’t find 
them pure. 


Then someone comes along and says, “Purity is in 
the mind. To the pure all things are pure.” That is 
possible. But some things which may or niay not be 
pure (depending on what you are looking for) are 
nevertheless not lovely. If they are not lovely, leave 
them alone. 


At this point it may be well to point out that what 
we read will have much to do with what we think. 
What we look at will have much to do with what we 
think about—and I have in mind the vast quantity of 
trash on TV these days. If a thing is not lovely, do 
not preoccupy yourself with it, says Paul. 


It is more than an illustration that people custom- 
arily keep their garbage cans around at the back of the 
house. Garbage cans are true, they are honest, they are 
fair and a great many people keep them clean. But 
they are not lovely. So you don’t leave them around 
at the front of the house. 


And what will be the effect if you heed these admoni- 
tions in the spiritual world? The God of peace will be 
with you. 


There is one final consideration: 
GOOD REPORT. 


In the final analysis, let your preoccupation be with 
those things that make for good talk. Be very, very care- 
ful of the things you talk about, if you want the God 
of peace to be with you. 


Paul concludes: “If there be any virtue, if there be 
any praise, think on these things.” The word “if” 
would be better translated “inasmuch,” or “since.” In 
other words, “since there is such a thing as virtue” 
think on these things; “inasmuch as the praise of God 


is available” think on these things. 


By this time it should be no secret that the central 
preoccupation of our lesson this time is gossip: what 
you talk about to others. How often people engage in 
gossip on the grounds that what they are saying is true. 
Indeed, but that is not enough. Is it honest? Is it fair? 
Is it pure? (And by the way, if it isn’t pure it isn’t fit 
to come from the mouth of any Christian.) Is it lovely? 
Will it make good conversation among Christian 
friends—that is, is it of good report? 


I am not suggesting that everything that happens 
between Christian friends and within a Christian con- 
gregation will be sweet and lovely. There is sin in 
every person and wherever there is sin there is sordid- 
ness. Sometimes there is vulgarity. Often there will be 
unpleasantness. And I rather expect that we should 
pay attention to such things. If it is within your own 
family you will certainly pay attention to such things. 
But if it is within your own family you will probably 
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try to keep it there. You will not talk about your 
family matters all over the congregation. 


Now just enlarge that word “family” to take in 
everybody in the church and you will begin to see 
what Paul is talking about. The Bible says, “If any 
man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death 
he shall ask and He shall give him life!” (I — 5:16). 
How much better that is than seeing a brother sin and 
slipping out and passing the word around. 


A minister told me once of a certain woman he had 
in his congregation who always knew all the bad, but 
never the good, about all the members of the congre- 
gation. When this minister and his wife would come 
back from a vacation, they could expect a visit from 
this woman in short order. Before she left she would 
have told everything. There would be nothing left to 
be said. If there was any dirty linen in the congregation, 
it would have been aired by the time that conversation 
was over. That woman was the greatest salesman of 
dirt in that community. Now everything she told was 
true—she would not repeat a fabrication knowingly. 
Everything was honest, although it may not have al- 
ways been fair. But sometimes she wasn’t pure. And 
quite often she wasn’t lovely. And some of the juiciest 
morsels were definitely not of good report. 


The apostle is saying to us, in our lesson, “Don’t be 
like that . . . and the God of peace will be with you. 
* * * + a 
Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available 
on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., Box 7512, 
Station C, Atlanta 9, Ga. Ask for No. 60-11. (4 lessons 
on each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 60-9, 60-10, 
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It never frightened a Puritan when you bade him stand 
still and listen to the speech of God. His closet and his 
church were full of the reverberations of the awful, gra- 
cious, beautiful voice for which he listened. — Phillips 
Brooks. 








THE CHURCH AT HOME: 


YOUTH PROGRAM—tfrom p. 13 


and to Zacharias, Joseph, and Mary before John and 
Jesus were born. 


One of the most interesting and comforting teach- 
ings in the Bible is that the little children have angels 
that watch over them. This teaching is found in only 
one passage, but this is a saying of Christ, and it is 
sufficient. (Read Matthew 18:10.) 


Another thing the angels do is to rejoice at the re- 
pentance of sinners. The Scriptures tell us there is 
great joy in heaven every time one lost soul turns to 
God. (Read Luke 15:10.) The Bible also teaches that 
the angels have the task of receiving the souls of the 
dead into heaven at their death. (Read Luke 16:22.) 


Several passages in Scripture teach that angels will 
accompany Christ when He comes to earth a second 
time. (Read Matthew 25:31.) In this connection, we 
also learn that angels will assist Christ in the final 
judgment. (Read Matthew 13:49.) 


Perhaps the greatest privilege of angels is to sing 
praises to God in heaven. This is the one true fact 
with regard to angels that is usually known even by 
those who know little else about angels or their work. 
Especially in the Psalms and in the books of Hebrews 
and the Revelation is this aspect of the angels’ work 
emphasized. 


These are some of the teachings of the Bible about 
the work of angels. 


PROGRAM LEADER: It is not essential to our sal- 
vation that we know about angels and their work, and 
there is much about them we cannot know at all. A 
man can live a physical life without any riches or 
beauty, but his life can be fuller and happier if he 
does have them. We do not have to know about angels 
in order to be Christians, but our spiritual life will be 
richer and fuller if we know something about God’s 
heavenly servants, the angels. 


Closing Prayer 














NC SYNOD OPPOSES BID 
TO WIN COLLEGE CONTROL 


RALEIGH (PN) — The Presby- 
terian Synod of North Carolina has 
joined trustees of St. Andrews Col- 
lege as defendant in a lawsuit aimed 
at blocking the inclusion of Peace 
College in the consolidated college at 
Laurinburg. 


Commissioners to the 148th annual 
meeting in First Church here were 
wged to bury the consolidation con- 
ttoversy and to talk with their money 
Instead of their mouths. 





St. Andrews will open next Septem- 
ber. It came into being after the 1955 
synod voted to consolidate Peace at 










Raleigh, Flora Macdonald at Red 
Springs and Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege at Maxton. 


Raleigh’s First Church and the 
Peace College board of managers filed 
a suit seeking to prevent the closing 
of Peace. If they win, it would give 
First Church control of Peace. 


The synod’s action, taken at the 
June 14 session, makes it a party to 
the court test. 


Earlier Wednesday, 
Cunningham, 
the 


Dr. John R. 
executive director of 
Presbyterian Foundation and 


former president of Davidson Col- 
lege, indicated that fund-raising ef- 
forts are being hampered by ill feeling 
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stemming from the consolidation con- 
troversy. 


At Cunningham’s suggestion, the 
commissioners voted to appoint a 
permanent large gifts committee. 


Dr. Warner Hall of Charlotte’s 
Covenant Church presided over the 
sessions after being formally elected 
Tuesday. He had been named mod- 
erator-nominee at the 1960 synod 
meeting. He succeeded J. B. Brewer, 
an elder from Rocky Mount . 


The commissioners elected Rev. 
George L. Riddle of Cherryville mod- 
erator-nominee. He defeated Rev. 
Charles Lynnwood Brown of Raleigh. 


In a busy day Wednesday, the synod 


senses 


wre 
- 
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rescinded its former action approving 
a capital gifts campaign for Union 
Theological Seminary in 1963 and 
Davidson College in 1965. 


Instead, commissioners adopted an 
eight-year stewardship program to ex- 
tend from 1962 to 1970. 


The more than 600 ministers and 
elders attending the meeting went on 
record opposing federal aid to pri- 
vately operated elementary and sec- 
ondary schools. 


It also voiced opposition to the 
practice of individuals or groups that 
irresponsibly defame others and re- 
affirmed the position of previous 
synods and assemblies that forced 
racial segregation is morally wrong. 


A highlight of the sessions was the 
dedication of a new synod office 
building in Cameron Village. The 
structure was completed last Novem- 
ber at a cost of $100,000. 


The synod’s rate of growth is be- 
low the average for the Presbyterian 
General Assembly, it was reported by 
Rev. W. D. McInnis of Henderson, 
chairman of the committee on Church 
Exterision. 


The report showed: 


—There are 111 vacant churches in 
the synod, compared to 85 a year 
ago. 


—Membership additions by profession 
of faith in 1960 were 422 fewer 
than in 1959. 


—Presbyterian membership has grown 
from 90,903 to 144,784 during the 
perod from 1940 to 1960. 





WOMEN TO SPONSOR 
NC STUDENT CENTER 


RALEIGH (PN) — North Carolina 
Presbyterian women will conduct a 
campaign for $50,000 to erect a stu- 
dent center at Woman’s College of 
the University of North Carolina. 


Meeting in conjunction with the 
N. C. Synod, the Women of the Church 
adopted the project and elected of- 
ficers at the June 14 session. 


The women voted to conduct a fund 
drive in churches from October, 1961, 
through September, 1963, as a part 
of their Christian Campus Life pro- 
gram. 

The new center will be constructed 


adjacent to the campus in Greensboro. 
Mrs. E. Johnston Irvin of Concord 





Journal Day— 


DR. GUTZKE TO DISCUSS 
‘THE BIBLE AS IT IS’ 


Dr. Manford George Gutzke, pro- 
fessor of English Bible and Christian 
Education at Columbia Seminary and 
author of the Journal circle Bible 
studies, will speak on “Taking the 
Bible As It Is” on the Journal Day 
program Aug. 16. 


Dr. Gutzke, a member of the Co- 
lumbia faculty since 1939, was pro- 
fessor of Bible at 
Austin College in 
Sherman, Texas, for 
three years and pas- 
tor of the Westmin- 
ster church, Dallas, 
Texas, for eight 
years. He studied at 
the University of 
Manitoba, the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles, Evangelical 
Theological College of Dallas and at 
Southern Methodist University, where 
he received the B.A. and M.A. de- 
grees. He earned his Ph.D. at Teach- 
er’s College, Columbia University, and 
was granted the D.D. by Austin Col- 
lege. The Canadian-born scholar grew 
to manhood as an agnostic skeptic and 
taught school over eight years and 
studied for a career in law before 
coming to the Christian faith through 
conversations with a Christian farmer 
and reading the New Testament. 


Dr. Gutzke is the author of over 300 
hours of tape-recorded Bible studies 
and sermons and has written study 
books for denominational use. He 
teaches a Monday night Bible class of 
1,000 members from over 200 churches 
at Atlanta’s North Avenue Presby- 
terian church. 





was named president, succeeding Mrs. 
H. Lacy Goodwin of Fayetteville, who 
became second vice president. 





NOW AVAILABLE: NEW 
BOOK OF CHURCH ORDER 


The new Book of Church Order will 
be available in the four permanent 
Presbyterian Book Stores and at the 
several summer book stores serving 
conference centers the first week in 
July. It will contain the revised Form 
of Government and Rules of Disci- 
pline sections enacted in April, 1961 at 
the Dallas General Assembly meeting 
and the current Directory of Worship. 


This edition of the Book of Church 
Order will be printed as a paperback 
book with special coating :to increase 
durability. It replaces the former 
hardback edition and the loose leaf 
book which many churchmen found 
difficult to keep up to date and awk- 
ward to store on their shelves. The 
new price for the book is $1.00 in- 
stead of the previous $1.25 for the 
hardback and the $3.50 for the loose 
leaf edition. 





SYNOD NEITHER PRO, CON 
ON “OPERATION ABOLITION” 


ASHEVILLE, N. C.—The Synod of 
Appalachia, meeting here June 20-21, 
adopted a Christian Action report 
which recognized the “swirling con- 
troversy” over the film, “Operation 
Abolition” but refrained from con- 
demning the film. Said the committee: 
“(This committee) recognizes there 
are many ways of expressing opposi- 
tion (against Communism) and urges 
the utilization of the most effective 
and at the same time most honorable 
means.” 


Earlier this year, University of 
Tennessee Student Pastor John L. 
Payne, Jr. was relieved of his posi- 
tion for seeking to counter the show- 
ing of the film on the campus of the 
university. 


On the first day of its meeting, the 
Synod joined with the Synodical in a 
mass meeting in Asheville’s municipal 
auditorium, celebrating the centennial 
of the Presbyterian Church, US. 
When featured speaker James I. Me- 
Cord was delayed due to bad weather, 
the program was altered to include 
leaders of the Synod. 


The Synod also: 


—Heard a report that $1.4 million 
has been pledged in a campaign 
benefitting King College, Bristol, 
Tenn., and Campus Christian Life 
work throughout the Synod. 


—Adopted a recommendation express- 
ing concern that with 48,000 Pres- 
byterians in the Synod, a net in- 
crease of only 412 members was 
recorded by the churches. 


—Recommended to the presbyteries 
that the minimum salary basis for 
ministers be set at $4,300, plus 
manse, a one month’s vacation, 
health insurance and a_ realistic 
automobile allowance. 


—-Noted with concern that the per- 
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centage of ordained minister mis- 
sionaries continues to drop. 


—Also noted with concern the declin- 
ing enrollment in seminaries. 


—Heard an address by Dr. Charles E. 
S, Kraemer on the new Covenant 
Life Curriculum now in prepara- 
tion; and by Dr. James I. McCord, 
on “The Lordship of Christ.” 


Dr. William H. McCorkle of the 
First Church, Bristol, Tenn., was elec- 
ted moderator. 








MISS. SYNOD CONSIDERS 
“HILL-BURTON” HOSPITAL 
NATCHEZ, Miss.— The Synod of 
Mississippi, meeting here June 6-8, 
approved a recommendation that a 
committee be appointed to study the 
possibility of a Presbyterian hospital 
to be constructed in Meridian with 


government “‘Hill-Burton” funds aid. PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES, SEMINARIES, 

The Synod also continued a special AND CAMPUS CHRISTIAN LIFE 
committee now studying its relation- 
ship to schools and other institutions One new college — Florida Presbyterian College, St. Peters- 
not only within its bounds but also burg, Florida, opened with a freshman class in 1960 in nine 
for which it is responsible. bayfront buildings formerly used as a maritime training 


base by the federal government. New buildings on a 260 


A report critical of the National acre campus facing Boca Ciega Bay are planned for a class 


Council of Churches and calling atten- of 1200. 

tion to the recent exhaustive study of 

the NCC by the Vestry of St. Mark’s One consolidated college — St. Andrews Presbyterian College, 
Episcopal Church, Shreveport, La., Laurinburg, North Carolina, will have new buildings cost- 
was received as information, after op- ing $6,000,000 ready by September 1, 1961. 


ea p eee order par by One seminary — Louisville Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
por meer nary, Louisville, Kentucky, moves to a new campus where 


The Synod ordered the report printed *14° 
idl Sn: dan, deen $4,000,000 worth of building has now begun. 


Twenty-seven of our colleges and seminary campuses erected 


on Bana rope og budget of new buildings costing $11,411,917 between 1958 and 1960. 

| was adopted. the report of Plans call for the erection of buildings costing $26,713,739 
e Committee on Stewardship and between 1961 and 1963. 

Finance, under the chairmanship of 

the Rev. J. Moody MeDill expressed Presbyterian colleges plan for over-all increase in student 

concern over growing evidence that enrollment of 70 per cent by 1970. 


churches are limiting or withdrawing 
their support of certain causes and 
institutions. 


The Campus Christian Life Program, with its. Westminster 
Fellowships, must expand to meet the rising college and 
university population which will double by 1970. 

Dr. William F. Mansell of the First 


vane Vicksburg, Miss., was elected HELP YOUR CHURCH MEET ITS EDUCATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
erator. 





, F 4 DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
God is being shoved around and BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
ag yr length today. The re- n— a PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S.. 
igion o = = i elie. 
es ai dar on was a |p ts cms 
tain, clear, ringing answer is being ” 

given to the age-old question: “What 


must a man do to be saved?”—Hugo 
G. Kleiner. 


——y 
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RAMSEY TO HEAD 
CHRISTIAN TEACHING 


RICHMOND, Va. — The Rev. Dr. 
Harmon B. Ramsey, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Athens, 
Georgia, was named today the new 
Secretary of the Christian Teaching 
Division for the Presbyterian Board 
of Christian Education. 


Dr. Ramsey will head the division 
which co-ordinates the Christian teach- 
ing program for the entire Church. 
The division is responsible for develop- 
ing the Church School curriculum, 
program, administration, teacher-train- 
ing work, and for producing Christian 
education materials. 


Dr. Ramsey, who has served for 12 
years on the governing board of the 
Board of Christian Education, holds 
a Th.D. from Union Seminary and a 
Doctor of Divinity from Arkansas Col- 
lege where he completed his college 
study. He received his seminary train- 
ing at Louisville Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary, and has done grad- 
uate work at New College in Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. 


He has also held pastorates in Pres- 
cott and Little Rock, Arkansas, and at 
Bluefield, West Virginia. He was elec- 


ted moderator of the Synod of West 
Virginia in 1947. 


The secretary’s position was previ- 
ously held by the Rev. W. P. Ander- 
son, Jr. before he moved to a pastorate 
in Tampa, Florida. 





200 S.C. WOMEN 
AWARDED CERTIFICATES 


CLINTON, S. C.—Some 200 women 
received diplomas and certificates at 
the closing session of the 14th annual 
Synodical Training School here, June 
23. 


Total attendance during the school 
period, counting commuters and those 
making limited visits, almost doubled 
the registration figure. 


The school, with Mrs. J. Melvin 
Thompson of Olanta serving as dean, 
included a schedule of six courses 
daily, with other meetings and work- 
shops on the program. The theme 
was “Evangelism.” 


In addition to Mrs. Thompson, the 
school staff included: Mrs. George B. 
Sheppard of Laurens, director; Mrs. 
John B. Cooley of Mountville, Mrs. 
Robert R. Glenn of Hamer, Mrs. 











DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 


(An attempt to reach the sources of misunderstanding ) 


THE MISUNDERSTANDING — 
That the Christian doctrine of the 
Resurrection is one and the same with 
the Christian assurance of personal 
immortality. That the promise, ‘Christ 
is the first fruits of them that sleep,” 
refers only to the fact that there is 
life beyond the grave. When we think 
of the Resurrection too often we think 
only of Paul’s words: “To depart... 
to be with the Lord which is far bet- 
ter.” This theme even appears in the 
Brief Statement of Belief which was 
returned by the Dallas Assembly for 
further improvement: “The Resurrec- 
tion ... We are assured by the prom- 
ises of the Gospel. . . that death does 
not put an end to personal existence.” 


THE CORRECTION — Christians 
not only believe in life beyond the 
grave, they believe in the Resurrec- 
tion from the dead. We do not know 
why the distinctive hope of the Resur- 
rection has been softened unless it is 
for the same reasons that the doctrines 
of the Preexistence of Christ, of the 
Virgin Birth and of the Second Com- 
ing have received like treatment. More- 


over, the doctrine of the Resurrection 
should be defended for the same rea- 
son the others should be defended: 
because at these apparently secondary 
points the vital, supernatural distinc- 
tives of the Christian faith can be 
separated from an unbelieving psy- 
chology or philosophy of “religion.” 


There was “life beyond the grave” 
and abundant evidence of it before 
the Resurrection. The appearances of 
God (Theophanies) of the Old Testa- 
ment; the presence of Moses and 
Elijah on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion — all these proved the existence 
of life beyond the grave. But Jesus 
Christ was the FIRST to rise from the 
dead ...in the New Testament sense 
of Resurrection . .. with the spiritual 
body of the Resurrection. 


Think on this: If the Resurrection 
refers simply to life beyond-the grave, 
then the Resurrection of Christ took 
place on Friday, after they took Him 
down from the cross; not on Sunday, 
when the tomb was empty after con- 
taining a body for three days. 


Harold Jeter of Charleston, Mrs. R. W. 
Park of Olanta, Mrs. John L. Har. 
grave Jr. of Bennettsville.: 





! Whence the Name? 


Meeting House 


It took 175 years for the official 
name of this church, the Presby- 
terian Meeting House of Alexan- 
dria, Va., to catch up with popular 
usage. It dates from 1774, when the 
original building was erected by 
Alexandria’s Presbyterian church. 
This organization succeeded the 
Presbyterian Society of the city 
after publication of the Virginia 
Toleration Act in 1772. It became 
known as First Presbyterian when 
another Presbyterian congregation 
was established in the city in 1817. 
It was known by that name until 
1889 when the doors were closed 
and organizational activities ceas- 
ed. 


During all this time, however, 
common usage was strongly influ- 
enced by the pre-Toleration Act 
doctrine that “dissenters” could not 
have a “church,” only a “meeting 
house.” It was referred to either as 
“the Presbyterian Meeting House” 
or, during the long ministry of 
George Washington’s close friend, 
Dr. James Muir, as “Dr. Muir's 
Meeting House.” 


A newly-organized congregation 
took over the old building in 1949 
and decided to adopt the name long 
sanctioned by custom. Except in of- 
ficial lists and documents, where 
the word “old” is omitted, the 
church is widely known now as 
“The Old Presbyterian Meeting 
House.” It had been a tourist at- 
traction since the building was re- 
stored extensively in the 1920's. 
Current pastor is Dr. William R. 
Sengel. 


(Another Journal 
Centennial feature.) 








McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of 
the original 1879 revised editions of 

famous McGuffey’s Readers have been com 
pleted and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following prices POSTPAD: 


Ist Reader ........$2.50 4th Reader ........83 
2nd Reader ........ $2.76 5th Reader ........$8.76 
3rd Reader ........$3.26 6th Reader ........ 

OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-7 Rowan, lows 
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WRATH—from p. 7 


in both the Old and New Testaments, 
and it looks to a god found in neither. 
These are frank words but they need 
to be said. For those who take this 
position there is but one avenue—de- 
nial of the Holy Scriptures. 


To those troubled ones we suggest 
that they take an unabridged concord- 
ance and look up words such as “judg- 
ment”, “anger”, “everlasting punish- 
ment”, “Satan” and dozens of others 
and see what is said about the at- 
tributes of God, revealed therein. 


These in no way eliminate other of 
His attributes: “love,” “mercy,” “for- 
giveness,” etc. The gulf is bridged by 
the Cross and that which Christ did 
on the Cross. 


Once our Lord told a story, an illus- 
tration of the finality of life’s supreme 


Obibbren's Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 
5. Moses Worships the Lord 


a? YOU KNOW—How the people knew God had met with 
oses ? 

LOOK UP in the Bible: Exodus 33:9 

WHAT DOES THIS VERSE SAY about God and Moses? 
THING TO REMEMBER: When we worship, we are in God's 


presence. 





* * * *% 


THE TENT IS PITCHED OUTSIDE THE CAMP 
Exodus 32:3, 4, 8; 33:7-10; Isaiah 59:2; Matt. 10:32 
The people of Israel had sinned by worshipping a golden 


<n see een eee 
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decision. Lazarus and Dives have —— — —- Iniquity (sin) separates you SOU ce tenia 
passed into eternity and Dives cries The tent of meeting was pitched outside the camp so that 
out in torment—physical and mental. every _. __ __ the Lord had to go out- 
He me” relief. But Abraham replies: ide the ____ __ __. Then everyone would know who went to 
... And beside all this, between us ‘ 
and you there is a great gulf fixed worship God. 
' so that they which would pass from All of the people looked after _. _. __ __ __ as he went out 
t hence to you cannot; neither can they to the ____ —=_=—Ss = Ss © sr tC —et—é‘“—sSs—sSsSS— They saw the Pillar of 
: ee to us, that would come from _ __ ______ stand at the tent door. All of them were reverent 
S vii Fg 
F Finally Dives is confronted by his * * * * 
f own failure to believe the revelation 
i which God had given of himself in WHAT IS WORSHIP? 
s Moses and the prophets. . . . He pleads (Read the reference and find the missing letters.) 
for an evangelistic campaign among 
2 his yet living brothers. Repentance, he WORSHIP IS 
9 says, would certainly come if Lazarus _ mee Matthew 22:37 
2 | dl ll Philippians 4:6 
-—_—.  ., . II ca acai ay itis ia ami saim : 
“ But Abraham replies with these _H___._._ GIVING Psalm 100:4 
x solemn words: “Jf they hear not Moses _ §.. ae Il Corinthians 9:7 
and the prophets, neither will they be P Psalm 100:4 
ng persuaded though one rose from the = =  *—=—-_-"-" . 
° dead.” Do you worship Christ in all of these ways? 
5, In our day there is One Who has % % cra *% 
R. risen from the dead, and the God of 


WORSHIP IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 


Exodus 33:14; Matt. 28:20; Hebrews 10:25 

God promised Moses, “My — — — — _. _. __ __ a 
with you.” Christ says, “Lo, | am with __ __ __ always.” We 
can worship Him anywhere, but we can worship in a special 
way in the house of the Lord. The Bible says we are not to 


Moses and the prophets is the One Who 
brought Him back to life as the crown- 
ing evidence that once for all He has 
conquered sin and death. 


How much better that we recognize 
the holy and justified wrath of God 
against sin and at the same time glad- 





ly accept His love, mercy and forgive- neglect assembling (meeting) — — — — —_ __ __ __ to worship 
5 ness through faith in His Son! In God. 

John 3:16 we see both sides of the 
ts  . picture. 
ome ee DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? The answer to last week's 
AD: The decision is NOW. question: There are 1,189 chapters in the Bible. 
“$8.15 ites i (Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness”, Copyright 
fom (Next—“God’s Mercy—Now”.) 1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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AN OUTLINE OF HUMAN RE- 
LATIONSHIPS, by Dr. Eustace Ches- 
ser. Hawthorne Books, Inc., Engle- 
wood Cliffs, N. J. 446 pp. $5.95. 


Dr. Chesser has undertaken in this 
book a project of major size. His pur- 
pose is to give a description of the 
whole range of human relationships. 
In this assignment he has started with 
the very earliest moments of life, con- 
tinuing through maturity. 


A sizeable portion of this book is 
devoted to the matter of sex with 
special attention to deviations and 
disorders. The individual is studied as 
a member of society. Dr. Chesser 
traces the rise of civilization with 
allusion to the roles of authority and 
rebellion, cooperation and _ interde- 
pendence. The vexing problems of the 
machine age with its demands for 
conformity and submission are an- 
alyzed. 


Dr. Chesser recognizes the need for 
religion. He insists that man needs 
some unifying belief. But the religion 
advocated is not Christianity. It is 
more in keeping with what Einstein 
has called “cosmic religious feeling.’ 


The value of this book will be con- 
fined quite largely to the interest of 
the sociologists. While the author of- 
fers some helpful suggestions for the 
understanding of personal relation- 
ships in life from birth to death, he 
has failed to offer the rich Biblical in- 
sights that we need for successful liv- 
ing and effective personal relations. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE PROTESTANT REFORMA- 
TION, by Robert G. Torbet. The Jud- 
son Press. Paper, 96 pp., N.P. 


This volume includes questions for 
class study. It is well done, and should 
serve a useful purpose in cooperative 
study by Protestants of every denom- 
ination. In the introductory pages the 


author runs a bit too fast from me- 
diaeval century to century. In his 
chapter, “Led by the Spirit,” he runs 
too easily into a strong Scriptural posi- 
tion which the left-wing Reformation 
did not generally share. But all in all 
this is a strong book, well expressed, 
and with an evident desire to be fair 
to all concerned. 


—Wnm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





MONSER’S TOPICAL INDEX AND 
DIGEST OF THE BIBLE, Ed. by 
Howard E. Monser. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids. 681 pp. $5.95. 


Monser’s Cross-Reference Bible was 
originally published in 1914, and was 
generally acknowledged a very schol- 
arly production. The footnotes were 
the work of a large group of Amer- 
ica’s best Bible students, such as Ira 
M. Price, R. A. Torrey, A. T. Robert- 
son, Andrew C. Zenos, Charles Reign 
Scoville, John R. Sampey, R. F. Weid- 
ner and Henry E. Jacobs. 


This book is an attempt to bring 
together into a popular handbook all 
of the topical analyses or footnotes of 
Monser’s Cross-Reference Bible. Each 
topic represents the composite work 
of many men. The work is strictly 
undenominational in character, mak- 
ing the Bible its own interpreter. In- 
cluded is an extensive analysis of each 
of the sixty-six books of the Bible. 


Such a reference book will give in- 
estimable help to every lover of Bible 
study, whether he be ministerial or lay. 
Just one glance at the book reveals 
hundreds of prayer-meeting topics and 
homiletical seed-thoughts. 


—(Rev.) John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Ga. 





NEAR TO GOD, by Abraham Kuy- 
per. Wm. B. Eerdmans Co., Grand 
Rapids. 108 pp. $2.00. 


“It is difficult to imagine that from 
the busy pen of a man of interna- 
tional reputation, who for decades 
was active in ecclesiastical, political, 
scholastic, and journalistic life, could 
flow devotional literature of great 
tenderness and strength.” The above 
words could only be true of the au- 
thor of this book, because he was a 
man who truly knew the Lord inti- 
mately and enjoyed a close walk with 
Him, as is evidenced by this book. 


Dr. Kuyper takes such classic pass- 
ages of scripture as our Lord’s ex. 
perience in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
The First and Great Commandment, 
“The night is far spent,” “Show us 
the Father’, and others and _ inter- 


prets them in a thorough manner. As 
he treats these portions of the Word, 
he is constantly giving new and fresh 
insight into the meaning of the Scrip- 
tures, demonstrating a knowledge of 
the Lord and His Word which came 
by much study and heart-searching. 


—(Rev.) Matthew McGowan 
Richmond, Va. 





PROTESTANT PATRIARCH, by 
George A. Hadjiantoniou. John Knox 
Press, Richmond, Va. 150 pp. $3.50. 


This little book brings to life an 
ancient character from the musty past, 
one of the almost forgotten heroes of 
the faith, a man whose outward suc- 
cess in his own day seemed small but 
whose life “shines like the stars for- 
ever and ever.” He gave a testimony 
for the truth of the Word of God 
when that truth was all but hidden 
in the superstitions of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church; when standing for 
the truth meant to incur the cruel 
wrath, violent, murderous hatred of 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 


Cyril Lucaris was one of the unsung 
heroes of the Protestant Reformation 
and one of the great company of mar- 
tyrs “who have come out of great 
tribulation, having washed their robes 
white in the blood of the Lamb.” 


Cyril’s confession of faith reveals 
once again the fact that for anyone 
who studies the Word of God with 
an honest mind, the Gospel becomes 
crystal clear. The Protestant position 
again is vindicated as the true teach- 
ing of the Word of God. 


The author of this little book is the 
pastor of the Second Greek Evan- 
gelical Church (Presbyterian) in 
Athens. He is a Calvinist like his hero, 
Cyril, who was converted through the 
study of the Word of God. The book 
is most readable and enlightening, and 
in this day when the truths of the 
Protestant faith need to be re-empha- 
sized, it has unusual value. 


—(Rev.) William E. Hill, Jr. 
Hopewell, Va. 





As soon as we cease to bleed, we 
cease to bless.—J. H. Jowett. 
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THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, 
by Edw. Thurneysen. Trans. by Wm. 
C. Robinson. Mimeographed, 41 pages. 
$1.15, plus .12 postage. Office of Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, 


Ga. 


This is the Christological or Gospel 
interpretation of the Sermon on the 
Mount by the distinguished Pastor and 
Professor at Basel. It shows the Gos- 
pel presented in the form of the law 
of the Kingdom, fulfilled by the 
Preacher thereof. Under His fulfill- 
ment we take refuge as His disciples 
and are called to seek as close a fol- 
lowing of His pattern as possible. But 
our obedience is always the obedience 
of the disobedient man—and it is an 
obedience of grace. This is the inter- 
pretation of the Sermon on the Mount 
of our Reformation Fathers and of 
our own Catechisms in their exposi- 
tion of the fifth petition in our Lord’s 
Prayer. But it needs calling to our 
attention again. The work is used in 
the course in Apologetics at Columbia 
and by Prof. Donald G. Miller in Bib- 
lical Theology at Richmond. 





OUR DEPENDABLE BIBLE, by 
Stanley E. Anderson. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids. 248 pp. $3.95. 


Dr. Stanley E. Anderson, director 
of the Correspondence Department of 
Northern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary, Chicago, has spent a lifetime 
in a special study of the Inspiration 
of the Bible. This book of twelve chap- 
ters constitutes the fruitage of his 
studies. It is a readable book, easily 
understood by laymen, and yet valu- 
able to ministers and seminarians. 


The motivation of the book is to 
show that the Bible is fully trust- 
worthy. To make a study of this book 
will restore confidence in the Word of 
God to those who might have imbibed 
critical theories or a low view of in- 
spiration in college or university Bible 
classes. 


Dr. Anderson defines plenary-verbal 
Inspiration as “That extraordinary 
and supernatural influence exerted by 
the Holy Spirit upon the writers of the 
sixty-six books of the Bible, by which 
their words were likewise the words of 
God. This refers, not to any transla- 


tions but to the actual copies first 
written.” 


He points out, “We thus begin with 
4 perfect Bible, whereas all lower views 
of inspiration must needs begin with a 
faulty original.” 


He shows that the subjectivism of 
neo-orthodoxy makes the Bible subject 
to man’s emotions. “The Bible is not 
man’s satellite; rather it is the Book 
by which man is judged, whether or 
not he reads and believes it.” 


—Rev. John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Ga. 





THE BIBLE AND THE ANCIENT 
NEAR EAST, edited by G. Ernest 
Wright, Doubleday & Company, Inc., 
Garden City, New York. 409 pp. $7.50. 


The purpose of this volume is two- 
fold: to honor William Foxwell Al- 
bright of Johns Hopkins for his in- 
exhaustible labor in the fields of 
archaeological chronology, paleogra- 
phy, and biblical history in the Near 
East; and “to describe the course 
taken by scholarly research since 
World War I in the various areas of 
Near Eastern study to the end that 
a perspective might be gained of the 
progress made and of the problems 
demanding solution.” 


In order to achieve this purpose, 
fourteen distinguished authorities have 
written essays on the aforementioned 
theme. 


The volume accomplishes its pur- 
pose. Dr. Albright, recipient of many 
honorary degrees and holding member- 
ship in numerous societies both at 
home and abroad, has been singularly 
honored, for practically every essay 
refers specifically to his contribution 
to Oriental research. Furthermore, the 
several writers, in an_ interesting 
though at times technical way, bring 
the reader up to date in the fields of 
textual, archaeological, and historical 
research as they may pertain to the 
Bible. 


The writers for the most part accept 
the Documentary Hypothesis in the 
compilation of the Scriptures, as does 
Dr. Albright. However, the volume 
contains much valuable information 
to the student interested in the back- 
ground of the Biblical text. 


—(Rev.) W. Earle Stevens 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 





DEAR DOCTOR: I HAVE A PROB- 
LEM, by M. R. DeHaan, M.D. Radio 
Bible Class, Grand Rapids. 278 pp. 
$3.00. 


The Radio Bible Class, which is 
taught by Dr. DeHaan and heard by 


a wide audience, provokes many ques- 
tions. This book is a compilation of 
418 questions which have been ad- 
dressed to the author, and his brief 
answers. The questions are classified 
according to subject. 


The author forthrightly declares his 
theological viewpoint and exegetical 
approach to the Bible. He applauds 
the Scofield Reference Bible and is 
a consistent dispensationalist. Further- 
more he is a Baptist and therefore 
the answers to questions relating to 
baptism would not be satisfying to 
one in the Reformed tradition. 


It is to the credit of the author 
that he many times states very frankly 
that he does not know the answer to 
a question and that some passages of 
Scripture are beyond his understand- 
ing. 

—(Rev.) Everette K. Brown 
Alexandria, Va. 





GOD AND CAESAR IN EAST 
GERMANY, by Richard W. Selberg. 
The Macmillan Co., New York, N. Y. 
294 pp. $4.95. 


The purpose of this book is to 
“draw back the curtain and to make 
clear to American eyes the manner 
of witness that has been borne for 
fifteen years by men and women seek- 
ing to fulfill, in a Marxist land, the 
Christian’s responsibilities both to God 
and Caesar.” In achieving this pur- 
pose the author shows high compe- 
tence of research and craftsmanship. 


It is interesting to read the saga 
of the German State Lutheran Church, 
profiting by its silence under Hitler, 
standing up to present devious Satanic 
efforts to crush the Church. Wrote 
Bishop Dibelius to the Communist 
Premier: 


An evangelical church takes direc- 
tions from no one on this earth, 
either from government, from par- 
ties, or from individual politicians. 
It knows no directions other than 
those that come from God, which 
are written in the Holy Scriptures. 


One reason the Church has been 
able to stand is that she has always 
recognized the avowed Communist aim 
of controlling or destroying her, even 
when the Communists have seemed 
conciliatory. 


This is highly recommended reading. 


—(Rev.) Clinton C. Baker 
Jackson, Tenn. 
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IMA 


MINISTERS 


S. Evans Brown, Midland, Texas, 
has become Director of Family Edu- 
cation for the Board of Christian 
Education, replacing Dr. and Mrs. 
H. Kerr Taylor. 

Thomas Carson Jackson from Sara- 
toga, Calif., to Portland, Oregon. 
T. M. McMillan, Jr., from Artmore, 
Ala., to Hunter Presbyterian 
Church, Lexington, Ky. 

C. J. McClendon from Austin, 
Texas, to Cinco de Mayo #4, Chil- 
pancingo, Guerrero, Mexico. 

A. Cullen Windham from the First 
church, Opelika, Ala., to 811 Floral 
St., Opelika, Ala. Dr. Windham has 
retired from the pastorate due to 
illness. 

Ralph G. Turnbull from Seattle, 
Washington, to Dassel, Minn. 

Paul E. Rowland from Douglas, Ga., 
to Macon, Ga. 

Richard G. Watson from Crestview, 


Fla., to the Seminole church, Tampa, 
Fla. 





LETTERS 
QUESTION OF PROPERTY 


(Editor’s note: mergers such as the 
one envisioned by the “Blake-Pike’”’ 
plan raise the question of ownership 
of property belonging to the Presby- 
terian Church if the Church ceases, 
in effect, to be a Presbyterian Church.) 


Are you acquainted with the long 
battle in the Church of Scotland? A 
small group was overwhelmingly de- 
feated in connection with a merger. 
The large group took over the prop- 
erty and the minority brought suit. It 
went through to a final decision by 
the House of Lords. The House, on 
the basis of Presbyterian polity, gave 
all property to the continuing minor- 
ity. The minority, however, wanted 
only that property which they felt 
rightfully belonged to them and so 
they surrendered the remainder to the 
majority group. 


It seems to me that a sympathetic 
church bringing suit within a sympa- 


thetic Presbytery and Synod will have 
the effect of settling this property 
question once and for all. With the 
above as the only prior court decision, 
I believe that if such a suit were 
brought and carefully carried through 
to the highest court, the decision 
would have to be made on the basis 
of the will of the local congregation 
which remains Presbyterian. And when 
such a final court decision is made, 
then there could be established in our 
nation a great and true Presbyterian 
Church because thousands of congre- 
gations will immediately want to af- 
filiate with a true Reformed Presby- 
terian denomination. 


—(Rev.) F. C. Fowler 
Duluth, Minn. 





QUESTIONS OF CONSTITUTION 


Thank you for your editorial (June 
14) showing that the question of con- 
stitutionality was the chief issue in the 
1961 US General Assembly. It is the 
obligation of the Assembly to give ad- 
vice and instruction in conformity with 
the Constitution. 


It is a pleasure to note that under 
the chairmanship of Dr. Jas. A. Jones 
the Assembly turned down appeals to 
unite where such other bodies were 
not of our faith and order. It is a 
pleasure to commend those who were 
able to get the Assembly to insist that 
ordination be according to the consti- 
tutional vows of the Book of Church 
Order and not by different vows con- 
tained in the Book of Common Wor- 
ship. 


It is also a matter of thanks that 
the General Assembly stood by its own 
Constitution in the matter of capital 
punishment. Here may I add that the 
meaning of any statement in our Con- 
fession or Catechisms is not to be de- 
termined by whatever inference reason 
may deduce from the statement, but by 
the Scriptural passages and references 
that the Church has adopted with these 
statements. Every time the proof texts 
are revised they are approved by the 
presbyteries as well as by the Assem- 
blies and thus are the Church’s inter- 
pretation of the statements they con- 
fem. +. 


—(Rev.) William C. Robinson 
Decatur, Ga. 





CHURCH AND STATE 


Thank you for the reference in the 
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June 21st “Across the Editor’s Desk” 
to high school baccalaureate services, 


How much further will we carry this 
misunderstanding of “freedom to wor- 
ship” in this supposedly Christian 
country! So often, now, at civic lunch- 
eons and such gatherings, the one who 
says grace is unwilling to end his 
prayer in the Name of Jesus Christ, 
I suppose not to offend those who do 
not believe in Him. 


—Thomas M. Fowler 
Columbus, Ga. 





PRAYING FOR THE DEAD 


Just a thought concerning Protes- 
tants and the President’s call for pray- 
ers for the dead (June 7, p. 11). There 
is one way that we can honor his re- 
quest, if we pray, not for the physi- 
cally dead but for the spiritually dead. 
Let the Roman Catholics pray for the 
physically dead if they will, but let us 
pray for those who, though yet living, 
do not know the Lord Jesus Christ! 


—Mrs. Evelyn Penn Pollard 
Montgomery, Ala. 





SERMON—tfrom p. 6 


We may as well be frank about it. 
The Hindu is not saved, the Shintoist 
is not saved, the Buddhist is not saved, 
the Mohammedan is not saved, the Jew 
is not saved. Only he who confesses 
Christ as Lord, as the One who died 
for him and rose from the grave, is 
saved. Those who deny Him, He will 
deny. Those who do not have Him, He 
will not receive. How can anyone stand 
there and argue about it? How dare 
anyone speculate that there may be 
another way of escaping hell and com- 
ing to heaven when God has been at 
such pains as to send His Son the only 
begotten into the world to be made 
man and to be the Saviour of the lost? 
There is only one Saviour, only one 
way of salvation. To evade or deny 
this is to call God a liar and to dis- 
honor His beloved Son. 


So then we must evangelize. We 
must call men to desist from vain 
argument, to have done with objec- 
tions and temporizing, to cease theif 
delaying and now, now receive Jesus 
Christ as personal Saviour from sin 
and hell. 


* * * * * 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
church, Montgomery, Ala. 





